Clinical Assignments for Healthéare Students

Information About CAHS

Background

There is a dramatic need to
educate and launch a large
number of competent, caring, and
socially skilled nurses and others
to meet the market demand of
aging baby boomers and a
shortage of healthcare
professionals. Clinical rotations
are an essential component in the
education process.

The Clinical Assignments for
Healthcare Students (CAHS) was
developed in Maryland as a result
of collaboration between
hospitals and schools to improve
access to clinical sites for
students of nursing and allied
health. CAHS also facilitates
reservations for special groups
such as firefighters and police that
rely on hospitals for clinical
experiences outside established
nursing and allied health
programs.

The Center for Performance
Sciences, a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Maryland
Hospital Association, maintains
the CAHS product and acts as the
overall system administrator.

Product Overview

CAHS finds opportunities for
groups and organizes and
streamlines the process of placing
requests.

Hospitals enter information about
units open to students and provide
details about the types of
experiences available on each

unit. Hospitals create calendars
for each unit, which communicate
exactly what days and hours the
unit is open to students and how
many students can be
accommodated. In addition,
hospitals specify orientation
requirements for students and
instructors. Hospitals can also
permit ‘preferred-partners’ to
submit requests in advance.

Schools search by user-defined
criteria, such as county, patient
age, date range, day of the week,
type of unit, and specialty for
available openings desired to find
the best fit for the clinical
assignment desired. Schools enter
data reflecting the types of
courses being taught, which are
automatically attached to requests
for calendars so that a hospital
will have some insight into the
students coming.

Requests can also be submitted as
recurring — this saves the school
and hospital time since they do
not need to resubmit every year.
In essence it is an automatic
annual reservation feature.

Hospitals accept or reject requests
and the database is updated
automatically to reflect real-time
placement opportunities. Changes
to a request can be made by either
party at any time.

CAHS is a powerful stand-alone
product for single organizations
to centralize, organize, and
streamline its own information
relating to clinical assignments to
improve process efficiency.

CAHS increases in strength when
used by a group of hospitals since
all schools can use one method to
communicate with multiple
parties and all parties can assess
capacity within the region.

Benefits

= Centralizes all information
related to managing clinical
assignments

= Organizes the abundance of
tasks into coherent, logical
steps

= Improves efficiency by
reducing time spent managing
placements, freeing time for
other tasks

= Increases awareness of existing
opportunities

= Easy to implement: web-based
approach minimizes disruption
to business and eliminates the
need for IT/IS department
involvement

= Easy to use: minimal training
required due to intuitively
designed features

= Economical: low initial and
ongoing product expense

Contact Information

www.Clinical Assignments.com
cahscps@mbhaonline.org
Tel: 410-379-9540
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What makes us different?

Our background — we have a
deep understanding of and
experience with the concepts
and process of arranging
clinical assignments

Our approach — an
intentionally designed product
built with immense input from
hospital and school users

Our technology - our
technology is web based, built
on the latest technology
platforms, extremely scalable,
and intuitively designed

Our database - we provide
real-time access to
information and empower
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Our commitment — stemming
from our status as part of a health
care association, our staff are
deeply committed to
customer/member service and
satisfaction
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Technical Requirements

CAHS Value Proposition

VGA color monitor
= High speed Internet access

= Microsoft Internet Explorer
6.0 or higher

= Adobe Reader 7.0 or higher

= The ability to download and
open files, including zip files

= Centralize and organize your
information and improve
efficiency

= Scalable technology platform
designed for any size
enterprise

= 100% web based, secure access
to the CAHS system

= User-friendly, easy-to-use
interface

= IT specifications & support




